Thoracic outlet syndrome: a comprehensive evaluation.
Using various modalities, 480 patients were evaluated for thoracic outlet compression syndrome. Of this group, 300 patients were eventually diagnosed as having thoracic outlet syndrome after extensive evaluation. Ninety of these patients underwent a total of 103 operative procedures for thoracic outlet decompression. Nerve conduction velocities and directional Doppler studies were the most useful adjuncts in making the diagnosis. Surgical therapy after proper selection yielded an 80.6 per cent long-term "good" operative result and an additional 6.9 per cent long-term "fair" operative result in follow-up to 12 years.